VILLAGE OF ANTIOCH BOARD OF TRUSTEES

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
Village of Antioch, Lake County, lllinois
Municipal Building: 874 Main Street, Antioch, IL 60002
July 23, 2025

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gartner called the July 23, 2025 Committee of the Whole meeting of the Board of
Trustees to order at 6:48 pm at the Antioch Municipal Building located at 874 Main Street, Antioch, IL
and via Zoom.

. ROLL CALL

Roll call indicated the following Trustees were present: Macek, Bluthardt, McNeill, Martinez,
Pierce and Pedersen. Also present were Mayor Gartner, Attorney Vasselli, Administrator Guttschow
and Clerk Romine.

lll. Absent Trustees Wishing to Attend Remotely
There were no Trustees wishing to attend remotely.

IV. Mayoral Report —

Presentation from Antioch Area Healthcare Accessibility Alliance — Ms. Kim Schnoor and
Colleen Lennon thanked the Board for their willingness to help their organization with office spaces in
order to continue their mission and meet with the community. Ms. Schnoor discussed the designation
of Antioch as a health care desert, and the services they provide including network nurses,
transportation to medical appointments, and health literacy. She said the Village of Antioch provided
resources and assistance from the very beginning of their organization. She said they are 100%
funded by donations and grants. Ms. Colleen Lennon, Executive Director of AAHAA, thanked the
Village Board and their staff for their support. She provided an overview of their services and outreach
into the community. Ms. Schnoor reviewed the areas covered by AAHAA, and their current budget.

1. Appoint Theodore Potkonjak as Hearing Officer for the Village of Antioch Adjudication
Hearings
2. Appoint Theodore Potkonjak as Deputy Local Liquor Control Commissioner

Trustee Pierce moved, seconded by Trustee Pedersen, to combine the appointments of Theodore
Potkonjak into one motion. Upon roll call, the vote was:
YES: 6: Macek, Bluthardt, McNeill, Martinez, Pierce and Pedersen.
NO:
ABSENT:
THE MOTION CARRIED.

Trustee Pierce moved, seconded by Trustee Pedersen, to confirm the appointments of Theodore
Potkonjak as Hearing officer and Deputy Liquor Control Commissioner. Upon roll call, the vote was:
YES: 6: Macek, Bluthardt, McNeill, Martinez, Pierce and Pedersen.

NO:
ABSENT:
THE MOTION CARRIED.



3. Consideration and approval of a Mayoral Proclamation calling for the revocation of the
Safe-T Act - Mayor Gartner recognized local dignitaries and the parents of Megan Bos related to the
disappearance of their daughter. Mayor Gartner discussed the challenges of the Safe-T Act and the
troubling nature of the bill. He expressed concern with the removal of discretion of the judges in these
matters.

Ms. Jennifer Bos provided an overview of what happened with their daughter and the
community rally in her search. She discussed the Safe-T act, and the release of the only suspect in her
daughter’s suspicious death investigation as a result of the Act. She discussed the danger threshold
that must be met in order to detain someone charged with a felony, and the steps that must be taken
in order to detain those charged. She believes felonies should be detained, cash bail should be
reinstated, and judges should be empowered to make those decisions.

State Representative Tom Weber thanked the Mayor and Village Board for recognizing the
horrific experience the Bos family is experiencing.

Trustee Pierce said he appreciates Ms. Bos sharing her story, and asked the Mayor if trustees
may be allowed to sign the proclamation. He worries that the current leadership in IL doesn’t have the
stomach to amend the Act.

Mayor Gartner said they will do anything they can to get past partisan politics in order to
amend the Act. Mayor Gartner read aloud the proclamation.

Trustee Pierce moved, seconded by Trustee Pedersen to approve the Mayoral Proclamation calling for
the revocation of the Safe-T Act. Upon roll call, the vote was:

YES: 6: Macek, Bluthardt, McNeill, Martinez, Pierce and Pedersen.

NO:

ABSENT:

THE MOTION CARRIED.

Citizens Wishing to Address the Board

Mr. Jason Smith, manager of Station 51 and Village resident, discussed the conceptual design
for the existing village hall location at 874 Main Street. He feels that the multi-use building is essential
for Antioch’s downtown, and has confidence that the Village of Antioch will keep the Antioch charm. He
hopes the proposed use is approved.

Mr. Salvatore Cardamone of Oliverii North, said they will support the use of the proposed
building at 874 Main Street.

Mr. Andy Helzer, business owner, said he thinks anything that brings more residents to the
downtown area is a benefit and will bring more people into the community. He said they look forward to
residential development in the downtown area which is properly structured and an appropriate density.

V. Regular Business
1. Approval of the July 9, 2025 Committee of the Whole meeting minutes as
presented -




Trustee Bluthardt moved, seconded by Trustee McNeill, to approve the July 9, 2025 Committee
of the Whole meeting minutes as presented.
Upon roll call, the vote was:
YES: 6: Macek, Bluthardt, McNeill, Martinez, Pierce and Pedersen.
NO:
ABSENT:
THE MOTION CARRIED.

2. Discussion regarding a Concept Plan for the Village Hall Building located at 874 Main
Street — Mr. Anders Rustin, project architect for the village hall concept, presented a rendering of
proposed 36’ high 3-story building which would be a mixture of residential, retail and restaurant use.
He discussed proposed parking and presented various renderings of the proposed building.

Mr. Etamar Deshe, the developer for the property with EM8, was available for questions.
Trustee Pedersen asked what the proposed rent would be. Mr. Deshe responded that it is estimated at
$1750-$2000 for a one-bedroom.

Trustee Pierce asked what the mixed-use ratio would be for the residential area. Mr. Deshe
said only half is amenities, and the rest is retail with stacked residential. The finishes and quality will be
the same for all of the units. They do not propose Section 8 housing, only market rent. Trustee Pierce
asked about parking, particularly during events. He expressed concern with providing the developer
municipal parking lots and giving up those spaces. Mr. Deshe said the parking will be used by
residents. They have discussed some parking solutions internally, but is too premature to discuss at
this meeting.

Trustee Macek discussed the number of units vs. the number of parking spots.

Trustee Martinez agrees that new development is needed, but has reservations regarding the
concept. He thinks the historic preservation and Lakes Region Historical Society should be consulted,
and doesn’t feel that a 3-story building fits into the downtown area. He is not against development, but
doesn’t agree with this particular rendering.

Trustee McNeill agrees that the look of the building looks more urban than the current
appearance of Antioch’s downtown. She discussed the facade grant program that requires the
applicants to maintain historic looks.

Trustee Pedersen asked if they were open to less density than 42 units. She expressed concern
with the parking, and thinks 42 units is too many.

Trustee Pierce said he would have to see more before this can be considered.
Trustees discussed a previous moratorium on apartment buildings in town.
The board took a brief recess at 8:03 pm and reconvened at 8:17pm
3. Discussion regarding an Ordinance amending the Antioch Village Code regarding a
Natural Gas Use Tax — Finance Director Peterson presented information related to the impacts of the
proposed Natural Gas Use Tax, which he believes would not have an impact on residents but will

impact businesses that purchase gas outside of lllinois and not currently subject to the tax. Finance
Director Peterson recommends the approval of the Natural Gas Use Tax.



Trustee Bluthardt expressed concerns without knowing who it may impact. Director Peterson
said the auditing companies that are in the business of recommending this tax cannot identify who may
be impacted. Trustee Bluthardt asked if neighboring communities have approve similar taxes. Trustee
Peterson said he is well aware of some communities that have passed the tax, and will have more
details at the next meeting.

Trustee Pierce asked how the businesses would be identified. Director Peterson said there are
different companies that accumulate the different tax rates, and monitor the changes in taxes.
Businesses use a service of some kind to confirm the proper taxes are paid.

Those present discussed the language of the ordinance, and to whom it is applied.

Trustee Pedersen said she is in favor of this because the residents have been paying utility
taxes, and there are entities that are circumventing this tax. This ordinance would prevent that and
hold them accountable.

This item will be placed on the next Village Board agenda for consideration.

4. Discussion regarding the purchase of camera, video systems and storage for the Antioch
Police Department — Chief Guttschow said the Body Worn Camera Act requires all law enforcement
agencies to equip their officers with body worn camera systems. He discussed the current system
being utilized, which is an on-site storage solution. As the system nears the end of its useful life cycle,
police staff recommend the purchase of a cloud-based system through Axon, which is a nationally
recognized brand. This system would assist with the police records department related to the
redactions, and the IT manager who currently spends a large amount of time on support of the system.
He also mentioned the benefits of utilizing evidence.com which would assist with the uploading of
records to the State’s attorney office. Chief Guttschow stated there was a grant received in order to
assist with the purchase of this system along with fund balance in the drug seizure account.

5. Discussion regarding an agreement for plumbing inspection and plan and permit review
services — Community Development Director Howard Coppari presented the recommendation for the
contract plumbing inspection services upon the expiration of the previous contract and increased rates
from the previous contractor. After due diligence, staff recommends RL Burman Plumbing and Heating
company for the services.

Trustee Macek asked that a certificate of insurance be provided.

6. Continued Discussion regarding an Ordinance amending sections 4-2b-6 and 4-14-4 of
the Antioch Village Code regarding licensees selling products containing tetrahydrocannabinol
— Mayor Gartner requested another revision because his understanding is that these drinks contain
Delta 9 and not Delta 8. He asked that Delta 8 be stricken, and added language that it is less than 3%
pursuant to the farm bill. A revised ordinance will be presented at the next meeting.

Administrator Guttschow said this ordinance would limit the sales of these products in the
community, but also provide businesses with the sales of these trends in order to remain competitive.

Trustee Macek asked that the Village obtain a certificate of insurance from any business
wishing to sell the products.

VI. Other Business
None.




VIl. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further discussion, the Village Board of Trustees Committee of the Whole meeting
adjourned at 8:56 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Lori K. Romine, RMC/CMC
Village Clerk
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